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BEFORE THE HON’BLE NATIONAL GREEN TRIBUNAL,
PRINCIPAL BENCH, NEW DELHI

RESPONSE AFFIDAVIT
(On behalf of the Respondent No.2 i.e. Principal Chief Conservator of
Forests/HoFF, Uttarakhand, Dehradun)

IN
O.A. No. 1122 OF 2024 (Suo-Moto)

News Item titled “eRIgT: STR@vE @ 104 T Frefiexy wivel 1 @eorr.
ABg U8 B, 99 frT B e waret § appearing in Amar Ujala dated
22.08.2024

]

“.

creeee(Suo-Moto Application)
Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change, through its
Regional  Office, Integrated Regional Office. 25. Subhash Road,

Dehradun—248001.

Principal Chief Conservator of Forest, Uttarakhand. 87. Rajpur Road,

Dehradun-248001

........Respondents

Affidavit of Dr. Dhananjai Mohan,
aged about 59 years, S/o Sh. S. S.
Rajput, presently posted as Principal

Chief Conservator of Forests (HoFF),

Uttarakhand, Dehradun.

(Deponent)

Jer'ﬂ?’ﬂ
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I. That the deponent is posted as Principal Chiel Conservator of Forests
(HoFF), Uttarakhand, Dehradun. The above captioned matter has been
registered by this Hon’ble Tribunal taking suo-moto cognizance on a
news item published in “Amar Ujala® news-paper and while hearing the
matter on 02.09.2024, the deponent has been impleaded as Respondent
No.2 in the above captioned matter as such he is competent to swear the

present affidavit.

ra

That this Hon’ble Tribunal, after the course of the hearing, vide its order
dated 02.09.2024 had suo-moto registered the present Original
Application and passed a direction to the deponent to file the present

Response Affidavit.

fad

That the State Government and Forest Department has been vigilant on
the 1ssue of encroachment on the Forest land for last one year and the
Government  had also launched a campaign o remove the
encroachments from the forest land across the State by appointing a

Nodal Officer for the said purpose.

4. That as soon the deponent came to know about the proceedings and
directions passed by this Hon’ble Tribunal vide its Order dated
02.09.2024, the deponent sought a detailed report in the matter from the
Chief Conservator of Forests. Van Panchayat who is also a Nodal
Officer, Encroachment on Forest Land. The Nodal Officer, vide his
letter 04.11.2024 had furnished a detailed report on the subject matter.
Copy of the said report is being annexed and marked herewith as

ANNEXURE-1. The following main facts are being highlighted here

for kind perusal of this Hon’ble Tribunal as:

a) Encroachment  Data  according to Uttarakhand Forest
Department Statistical Report 2017-18: The total encroachment on
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forest lands across 31 forest divisions was recorded at 9506.23 Ha..
Updated figures on encroachment are published biennially. Notably,
the Tarai East and Tarai West divisions reported encroachments of
5982.08 Ha. and 1417.28 Ha., respectively, while divisions such as
Dehradun, Badrinath, Tarai Central, Ramnagar, Bageshwar, and
Mussoorie reported encroachments of 579.80, 386.15, 337.95. 275.90.
147.63, and 110.20 Ha., respectively. The division-wise Area and
their encroachment details, as per the 2017-18 report, are annexed

herewith and marked as (Annexure-1).

b) Encroachment Data for 2020-21: Encroachment data was collected
by the office of the Additional Principal Chief Conservator of Forests
(PFM), Uttarakhand, Dehradun. for FY 2020-21. However, based on
this collected data, which reports a total encroachment of | 1814.46
Ha., is being used as the baseline for reporting in the anti-
encroachment drive initiated by the Department in June 2023,

¢) Comparative Analysis of Encroachment Data (2017-18 Vs, 2020):
Analysis of the 2017-18 and 2020-21 data reveals an increase in
recorded encroachment, from 9506.23 to 11814.46 Ha.. a difference
0f 2308.23 Ha., due to the following discrepancies:

i An encroachment of 1417.28 Ha. in the Tarai west was
misrepresented & mistakenly reported in 2017-18 report,
against the 2629.15 Ha. of encroachment reported in the
approved working plan of Tarai west Division (Copy of the
relevant pages of Working Plan is annexed and marked as
(Annexure -2).

i In Rudraprayag division, 282.16 Ha. of encroachment
misreported in 2020 against the zero-hectare encroachment
reported in Statistical Report 2017-18. Notices were issued (o
the people. and all matters are currently sub-judice in the Court
of Prescribed Authority/ DCF under the 1FA.1927 as amended
m 2001,

Hi. In  Badrinath division, 1184.55 Ha. of encroachment
misreported in 2020 against the 386.15 Ha. encroachment
reported in Statistical Report 2017-18. The notices were issucd
to the people and presently all the matters are sub-judice at
different levels i.e. Court of Prescribed Authority/ DCF and the

A A—
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Appellate Authority /CF under the 1FA,1927 as amended in
2001.

iv. In Kedarnath Wildlife division, 12.49 Ha. of encroachment
misreported in 2020 against the 0.12 Ha. encroachment
reported in Statistical Report 2017-18. In the instant case.
notices were issued to the people and presently all the matters
are sub-judice at different levels i.e. Court of Prescribed
Authority/ DCF and also Appellate Authority /CF under the
IFA,1927 as amended in 2001.

v. In Ramnagar Tiger Reserve division (CTR). 9.11 Ha. of
encroachment misreported in 2020 against the 040 Ha.
encroachment reported in Statistical Report 2017-18. In the
instant case, the matter is pertaining to encroachment by S3
Van Gujjars on forest lands where the eviction orders of
Prescribed Authority/ DCF and also Appellate Authority /CF
under the IFA,1927 as amended in 2001, was stayed by
Hon’ble Supreme Court. Copy of the corrected/ amended data
of the Ramnagar Tiger Reserve Division is annexed and
marked as (Annexure-3).

A comprehensive annexure detailing the discrepancies and

their reasons for the discrepancies between the 2017-18 and 2020

datasets is attached as (Annexure-4).

5. Itiis relevant to note that, as per the Uttarakhand Statistical Report
2003-04, encroachments on forest lands were recorded at 9977.15 Ha..
these encroachments are long-standing, originating from the period
before Uttarakhand’s formation in November 2000. when the region
was part of Uttar Pradesh. The Forest Department is making concerted
efforts to remove these encroachments on forest land to the fullest
extent of its capacity and resources.

6. Itis pertinent to note that under the IFA, 1927, as amended in 2001. the
Deputy Conservator of Forests (DCF) has the authority to evict illegal
encroachments, with appeals permissible before the Conservator of
Forests (CF). In fulfilment of core forest protection duties. an anti-
encroachment drive was commenced in June 2023, leading to the
removal of encroachments over 1366.54 Ha. to date. Details of Daily
Status Report (DSR) of division-wise encroachment removal under
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In view of the above, the news article published in Amar Ujala on

22-08-2024, “ITRIES & 104 I fBeAHiex S W deoll... AF3} 03 F12,
a1 faumt & ayftvedt waral 77 lacks factual accuracy and is misleading,
since almost all the encroachments date back to the Uttar Pradesh times
when the state of Uttarakhand was not in existence. Contrary to the
portrayal in the news item, field forest officials have actively (ulfilled
their core duties in protecting and reclaiming forest lands, resulting in
the removal of 1366.54 Ha. of encroachment in a dedicated mission
mode.

7. That the deponent is a responsible Government servant having the
highest regard for the Hon’ble Tribunal and orders passed by them. The
deponent has always made his sincerest efforts to carry out the orders
passed by this Hon’ble Tribunal in its letter and spirit and shall continue

to do so in the future as well.

VERIFICATION: -

L e sn s mammseen . do hereby solemnly affirm and verify on oath
that the contents of the above affidavit in paragraph  nos.
...................................... are true to my personal knowledge and those
in paragraph nos................................... daTs are based on the perusal
of records and those in paragraph nos.................. are based on legal
advice. Nothing material has been concealed and no part of it is

untrue. So help me God.

Place: Dehradun DEPONENT

[. Avnish Gupta, Legal Assistant, Forest Department, Uttarakhand,

?b Dehradun, do hereby declare that the person making this affidavit and




10 O

alleging himself to be Dr. Dhananjai Mohan is the same person who is

known to me from the papers produced by him before me in this case.

CNTIFIER

Solemnly affirmed before me on this day oi'%Novemhcr, 2024 at
Dehradun at uhoul//.waM by the deponent who has been identified by

the aforesaid person.

I'have satisfied myself by examining the deponent who understood

the contents of this affidavit.

The person has signed in my presence on the affidavit.

NOTARY/OATH COMMSSIONER

L 6y

This affﬁ{(t lsTj rnlctjiu ore m
Y eiss

Shri ;

who is identified by Shri. Vi M‘ j‘*\.

at Dehradun on.......

(Rajender Slngf(@!))v

Advocate & Notary. Dehradun
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Reply to Hon. National Green Tribunal (NGT)
Case No. 1122/2024 (Amar Ujala News)

With reference to above mentioned subject and in relation to the news article
published in Amar Ujala on 22-08-2024, titled “3eRT@s & 104 T7 et e sorar

W Feoll... YHsT 98 F1E, a7 AHTT Y HfA®T |arar #,” the factual position

concerning encroachment on forest lands is detailed as follows:

s

Encroachment Data according to UKFD Statistical Report 2017-18: As

per the 2017-18 statistical report of the Uttarakhand Forest Department

(UKFD), the total encroachment on forest lands across 31 forest divisions

was recorded at 9506.23 hectares. Updated figures on encroachment

are published biennially. Notably, the Tarai East and Tarai West divisions
reported encroachments of 5982.08 hectares and 1417.28 hectares,
respectively, while divisions such as Dehradun, Badrinath, Tarai Central,

Ramnagar, Bageshwar, and Mussoorie reported encroachments of

579.80, 386.15, 337.95, 275.90, 147.63, and 110.20 hectares,

respectively. The division-wise Area and their encroachment details, as

per the 2017-18 report, are annexed herewith and marked as Annexure-

1.

Encroachment Data for 2020-21:

Encroachment data was collected by the office of the Additional Principal

Chief Conservator of Forests (PFM), Uttarakhand, Dehradun, for FY

2020-21. However, based on this collected data, which reports a total

encroachment of 11814.46 hectares, is being used as the baseline for

reporting in the anti-encroachment drive initiated by UKFD in June 2023.

Comparative Analysis of Encroachment Data (2017-18 vs 2020):

Analysis of the 2017-18 and 2020-21 data reveals an increase in

recorded encroachment, from 9506.23 to 11814.46 hectares, a

difference of 2308.23 hectares, due to the following discrepancies:

A. An encroachment of 1417.28 hectares in the Tarai west was
misrepresented & mistakenly reported in 2017-18 report, against the
2629.15 hectares of encroachment reported in the approved
working plan of Tarai west Division (Copy of the relevant pages of
Working Plan is annexed and marked as Annexure -2).

B. In Rudraprayag division, 282.16 hectares of encroachment
misreported in 2020 against the zero-hectare encroachment
reported in Statistical Report 2017-18. Notices were issued to the

Page 1 of 3




people, and all matters are currently sub-judice in the Court of
Prescribed Authority/ DCF under the IFA,1927 as amended in 2001

C. In Badrinath division, 1184.55 hectares of encroachment
misreported in 2020 against the 386.15 hectares encroachment
reported in Statistical Report 2017-18. The notices were issued to
the people and presently all the matters are sub-judice at different
levels i.e. Court of Prescribed Authority/ DCF and the Appellate
Authority /CF under the IFA,1927 as amended in 2001.

D. In Kedarnath Wildlife division, 12.49 hectares of encroachment
misreported in 2020 against the 0.12 hectare encroachment
reported in Statistical Report 2017-18. In the instant case, notices
were issued to the people and presently all the matters are sub-
judice at different levels i.e. Court of Prescribed Authority/ DCF and
also Appellate Authority /CF under the IFA,1927 as amended in
2001.

E. In Ramnagar Tiger Reserve division (CTR), 9.11 hectares of
encroachment misreported in 2020 against the 0.40 hectares
encroachment reported in Statistical Report 2017-18. In the instant
case, the matter is pertaining to encroachment by 53 Van Guijjars on
forest lands where the eviction orders of Prescribed Authority/ DCF
and also Appellate Authority /CF under the IFA,1927 as amended in
2001, was stayed by Hon'ble Supreme Court. Copy of the corrected/
amended data of the Ramnagar Tiger Reserve Division is annexed
and marked as Annexure-3.

A comprehensive annexure detailing the discrepancies and their reasons
for the discrepancies between the 2017-18 and 2020 datasets is
attached as Annexure-4.

Itis relevant to note that, as per the Uttarakhand Statistical Report 2003-
04, encroachments on forest lands were recorded at 9977.15 hectares.
These encroachments are long-standing, originating from the period
before Uttarakhand's formation in November 2000, when the region was
part of Uttar Pradesh. The Forest Department is making concerted efforts
to remove these encroachments on forest land to the fullest extent of its
capacity and resources.

It is submitted that the encroachment figures are dynamic, as numerous
cases are pending in various courts. Once a final order is issued, the

Page 2 of 3
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encroachment eviction process commences, which may result in a
reduction or increase in encroachment area, depending on the Hon'ble
court's ruling. The removal of encroachments on forest land under the
Indian Forest Act (Uttarakhand Amendment) is a continuous process.
Regular patrolling is conducted in forest divisions to protect forest lands
from encroachment. Field forest officials, as part of their core duties,
frequently prevent encroachment attempts to ensure the protection of
forest lands.

6. Itis pertinent to note that under the IFA, 1927, as amended in 2001, the
Deputy Conservator of Forests (DCF) has the authority to evict illegal
encroachments, with appeals permissible before the Conservator of
Forests (CF). In fulfilment of core forest protection duties, an anti-
encroachment drive was commenced in June 2023, leading to the
removal of encroachments over 1366.54 hectares to date. Details of
Daily Status Report (DSR) of division-wise encroachment removal under
anti-encroachment drive is annexed and marked as Annexure-5.

In view of the above, the news article published in Amar Ujala on 22-08-2024,

"3TIES & 104 T RraleT st w oo, dwet 93 w2 ae fasmr #r s
garar #,” lacks factual accuracy and is misleading, since almost all the

encroachments date back to the Uttar Pradesh times when the state of
Uttarakhand was not in existence. Contrary to the portrayal in the news item,
field forest officials have actively fulfilled their core duties in protecting and
reclaiming forest lands, resulting in the removal of 1366.54 hectares of
encroachment in a dedicated mission mode.

Page 3 of 3
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